124 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, Novrmsr 1784,

¢ By the fenate, January 22, 1785: Read the fecand time by efpecial order and will pafs,
¢« By order, J. DORSEY, clk.”

Which was read the firft time and ordered te lic on the table.
And the refolation refpecting Robert Reynolds, endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, January 22, 1785

¢« Read and affented to.

«¢ By order, - J. DORSEY, clk.”
On motion, the queftion was put, That the houfe reconfider the meflage refpecting the bill
to impole duties on cer:ain enumerated articles imported into and exported out of this ftate?
The yeas and nays being called for by Mr. Oneale appe.red as follow : o
A FFIRMATIVE

£ De Burts, Ware, John Dathiell, Gantt, Quynn, - Hardeaftle, |
?_a Plowden, Dent, Waters, Digges, Townihend, Downes, «l
< Ca:roll, Hindman, Elzey, Johnfon, Chaille, Steret. |
2 Fraizer, Gibfon, Steel, - Chafe, lofeph Dathiell,

N EGATTIVE
g B. Worthington, Stevenfon, Bravard, Senev, Bond, Cramphin,
S N.Worthington, Harris, Job, Beraty, W heeler, Oucale,
& Grahame, Roberts, Oglevee, ~ Shriver, Stull, Edwaids.
= Ridgely of Wm. Miller, Bowie, Norris,

So it was refolved in the affirmative.
On motion, the queftion was put, That the following meflage be fent to the fenate ?
By tae HOUSE orf DELEGATES, januvary 21, 1785,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, '

W E are really concerned that the {cnate reje&ted our bill to impofc dutizs on. certain efif
merated articles imported into and exported out of this ftate ; tie objels of 1t are very in
tanr, to bring a very confi.erable fum of money into the treafury to affitt the revenuc, andw |
encourage the building and navigating veflels by our own citizens.  1f the duties in the a&.”
were impofed for the mere regulation of commerce, it would not have been a mcney uill, and we
would have confidered the amendments you defire; but to ftrike out ot the prefent bill, (orto
adopt the expedient of fending up another, omitting) the parts you objedt to, would be an i
refd furrender of the privilege vefted by the conftitution in this houfe of originating muney billy
and an admiffion of your honours to amend them ; when by the torm of government te tuchbilly ¢
your affent or diffent only can pe given. This houfe adopted the very {rall duties o exportst :
from a conviion of their propriety, and that the in-pofition of them was jult:fied by the maxiny
of commerce, as laid down by the ableft writers on the fubje ; ‘and there e, if we could slter
the bill without waving our effential privilege, we thould not be inclined to do it. The increa i
and profperity of our commerce and navigation greatly depend upon the knowledpe thereof, &
founded upon’national principles ; which every legiflator fhould endeavour to obiatn, in order |
wifely to regulate the fame, at all times, in his legiflaive capacity, for the true intereft of the -
fate. The leading maxim in commerce is this, to import lefs than we export, to preierve the
balance of trade in our fivour ; and to decreafe our imports from that country;- th:t declines i2
the receipt of our exports. The great princip'e as to exports is this, to fell our produce (and
manufactures, if we had any) as cheap, and as geod in quality, at foreign markets, as anf
competitors, or rivals. This depends on the cultivation of our land, the price of freight, and
the regulation of our taxes. As all duties laid on imports, in general, fall ukimately cn the
confumer, fo taxes on exports are paid by foreigners ; and confequently the latter are cver pre-
ferable to the former. Taxes on exports may always be impofed, and regulaed by this fimple
rule ; whether the duty propoted will decreafe the expaorts, or leflen their price; if either will
probably happen, the attempt fhould not be made ; if they will not probably have this effet,
they may be impofed with benefit to the ftate. We differ with you in cpinion, and experient
alone can determine who is right 3 and you cannot believe this houfe will continue any taxes it-
jurious to commerce, which muft neceflarity affe& the landed intereft of this country. If the
~ommifiion on the colle@ion of the duties thould produce an extravagant filary, we fhall readily
lefen it. The appropriation of the money can eafily be adjufted at this time if neceffary, o
the next fefion  We are reduced to this alternative, to wave our opinion, maintainable on
th- truesprinciples of commerce, as applicable to the cafc, and give up our privilege; or lefe 2
bill very ben=ficial to the community.  The duties on imtorts will amount to a .very confidera-
ble fum, thofe on exports may praduce about three thoufand pounds.

If we had conceived, that the very trifling duties on exports would have been fo very difagree-
able to the fenate, we would not have put them in the bill; but would have offered them, with
the claufes of bounties for building and navigating veflels by our own peoplz, to your confidera
tion, in a diftinét bill. We can only now fay, if, on trial, this houfe fhall difcover, that we
have miftaken or mifapplied the principles of commerce, we will embrace the firft opportunity
to correct our error. | :

We retyrn the bill, that you may reconfider the fubje&, and have an opportuaity of affenting
to it, 1f on further reflection you fhould think it more proper, than to reject the whole for a di-
verfity of fentiment as to a fmall part of it.

By order, W. HARWOOD, clk.

The ycas and nays being called for by Mr. Edwards appeared as follow :

AFFIR




